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ABSTRACT

This study aims to reveal the ideological dimension of the systemic metaphors in Michael Naima's poetry, from a cognitive perspective that treats
metaphors as a conceptual, mental tool bridging two different fields, and as a mechanism of thinking pertinent to various dimensions of our
life and experience. Naima’s metaphors derive from two main sources in his life: a physical, sensorial source that relies on real life experience
(that is, war), and a cultural and intellectual source gained from the environment in which he grew up (that is, religion). These two sources
had a substantial impact on shaping his ideology, and subsequently, the way he structures his metaphors, which gave his poetic metaphors
an ideological feature. We have tracked the interaction and harmony between these structural and ontological metaphors, by examining the
major conceptual metaphors and the systemic metaphors that interrelate to and interact with each other as well as the context. Moreover, these

metaphors contributed to the coherence of the poetic text and to the construction of novel connotations. Metaphors can generate entirely new

abstract concepts through partial, sensorial ones derived from the poet's culture and life experiences.

Keywords: Metaphor, poetry, Michael Naima, ideology, cognitive
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