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ABSTRACT

Ibn Hibban is considered one of the imams of jarh (fault-finding) and ta'deel (amendment). He describes the condition of hadith narrators
and judges their narrations, producing many books on this topic. Because of lbn Hibban's position in the science of jarh and ta'deel and his
prominence in this field, | wanted to learn more about his approach. To do so, | read his book on hadith narrators titled “Famous Scholars of
the Regions”, paying particular attention to how he wrote it. | also wanted to learn more about his rulings on narrators and sought to answer the
following questions: What is Ibn Hibban’s approach to his book? How did he write it? How does he judge narrators? To find an example of how
narrators are classified, | followed an inductive-analytic approach for all the narrators in the book to determine Ibn Hibban's methodology, his
writing goal (and his commitment to it), and the vocabulary he used to modify and criticize the narrations. It appears that Ibn Hibban arranged
his book according to different classes of narrators, designating them as trustworthy, grouping them into different classes, and dividing them

according to the regions where they lived. He appears keen on keeping his biographies short, though he repeats some of the narrators’

biographies for various reasons, the most important of which are the differences between the critics in his class.

Keywords: Science of Hadith, Ibn Hibban, biographies, narrators, aljarh wa tta’deel
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